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Scales: from essentialism to constructivism 

- The critical turn of scales studies
- How scales are produced and 
solidified in our representations, 
discourses and practices ? 
- Politics of scale
- Politics of scaling
- Controversies and conflict
- Scale as ressource
- Scale as legitimation
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- The critical turn of scales studies
- How scales are produced and 
solidified in our representations, 
discourses and practices ? 
- Politics of scale
- Politics of scaling
- Controversies and conflict
- Scale as ressource
- Scale as legitimation

Scales and energy transition: risking the « local trap » 

- Central focus of energy 
geography
- Return of essentialist approaches
- Energy transitions and the “local 
trap”
- Scale production as tools for 
actors

Everyday production of scales

- What are the concrete processes 
behind the politics of scaling ?
- Scalecrafts
- Escaping the « intentionality » 
narratives

- Questioning the role of medias 
in scale production
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• How do media narratives intervene in the politics of scaling ?

Research question
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• How do media narratives intervene in the politics of scaling ?

Research question

• Hypothesis 1: Media discourses frame certain energy transitions issues at particular scales 
• Hypothesis 2: Energy transitions issues are assigned at different scales of newspapers 

publication

Hypothesis
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• How do media narratives intervene in the politics of scaling ?

Research question

• Hypothesis 1: Media discourses frame certain energy transitions issues at particular scales 
• Hypothesis 2: Energy transitions issues are assigned at different scales of newspapers 

publication

Hypothesis

• OHMi Nunavik: Energy transition in the whole OHM
• OHM Fessenheim: Development of the lithium industry

Case studies
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Case 1: Lithium production projects in 
Alsace
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Case 1: Lithium production projects in 
Alsace
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5 extraction 
projects :

Eugéli

Les Sources

Geolith 

ES Géothermie / 
Eramet
Vulcan Energy

1 refining
project :

Corali

1 withdrawn
Project:

Vendenheim



Case 2: Energy transitions in Nunavik



Case 1: Methods and data
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Extract from the final database Using the Iramuteq software

Newspapers
selected

Regional press : Les Dernières Nouvelles d’Alsace, L’Alsace
National press : 20 minutes, Les Echos, Le Monde, Le Figaro, L’Humanité, Libération, La Tribune

Keywords : 
Lithium + …

Geographic keywords : Alsace, Soultz-sous-Forêt, Rittershoffen, Trappes, Lauterbourg, Haguenau, 
Thann, Vendenheim, Plaine du Rhin, Outre-Forêt, Illkirch, Les Cigognes, Les Poteries Minérales, Les 
Sources Alcalines, Bas-Rhin, Haut-Rhin
Actor-related keywords : Eugéli, Electricité de Strasbourg, Eramet, Corali, Viridian, Geolith, Arverne, 
Lithium de France, Vulcan Energy
Technic keywords : geothermy, drilling, mining research licence 

Dates 2017-April 15th 2023

Data access For the DNA and L’Alsace, their own search engine. For the other newspapers, Europresse database



Case 1: Methods and data
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Number of 
articles

Regional
press

National
press

130 59 71



Case 2: Methods and data



Hypothesis 1: the press assigns specific issues to each scale 

Extraction technic
and focus on 

geology, regional
scale

Extraction technic
and focus on the 
chemical process, 

local scale

Risks and politics
(mostly local scale, 
but also national 

scale)

Financial aspects, 
governmental

scale

Outcomes, 
mostly electric

mobility, no 
scale

Actors, 
international 

scale

Politics and 
dependency, 

european and 
global scale

Toponyms
Other spatial 
terms

Produced with Iramuteq software

Descending hierarchical
classification



Hypothesis 1: the press assigns specific issues to each scale 
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Hypothesis 1: the press assigns specific issues to each scale 
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Hypothesis 1: the press assigns specific issues to each scale 

7,3 %

17,2 %

6,5 %

9,4 %

13 %

16,8 %

11,6 %

18,4 %

5

3

2

6

4

1

7

8

Residential energy and 
decentralized production  

Centralized energy production

RE, hydropower

Aviation and supply

Traditions and ways of living

Socio-economic
development

Biodiversity and climate change

Biodiversity and climate change

Regional / Quebec

Continental/ North America

National / Canada

Regional / Nunavik

World system /Global ecosystems

Very local / Building, neighborhood

Regional / Quebec

Loval / Communities in Nunavik



Hypothesis 2: issues are assigned to specific scales of press circulation

Correspondence
factor analysis

Chi-square test
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Hypothesis 2: issues are assigned to specific scales of press circulation
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Next steps: 
explaining
these
processes

Hypothesis 1: Pre-
existing 

representation 
(more comparison 

needed). 

Hypothesis 2: 
Refomulation of 

the actors 
narratives

Hypothesis 3: 
Material 

conditions, 
information 
accessibility, 

conflicts within 
newspapers 

Hypothesis 4: 
Editorial policy
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Thank you for your attention !
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